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1. 


This international preliminary examination reoort has been orensirprf Kv rkic in^m^h^i d~~i: : -c . 

r J i5, r viv **« vecu picpatco vy wis Huemanonai rreliminary Examining Authority 

and is transmirted to the applicant according to Article 36. * ^ j 


2. 


This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet 

X This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and'or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (sec 
Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 3 sheets). 


3. This 


report contains indications relating to the following items: 


I 


fx] Basis of the report 


n 


| [ Priority 


m 


fxl Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 


X Lack of unity of invention 


V 


fx] Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


VI 


| | Certain documents cited 


vn 


| | Certain defects in the international application 


vrn 


[ ] Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELtt TaRY ELIMINATION REPORT 



rational application No. 
PCT/NZ99/00193 



I- Basis of the report 

1 - With regard to the elements of the international application:* : 
f~] bternational application as originally filed. 

fxl cne description, pages 1-11 , as originally filed, 

pages f filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

[x] the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

• pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9, 
pages , filed with the demand, 

P a S cs I2 " 14 t received on S November 2000 with the letter of 8 November 2000 
[Xj the drawings, pages 175-5/5, as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
_ pages , received on with the letter of 

| | sequence listing part of die description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
Tbese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
\_J the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 
the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of interaaaonal preliminary examinadm (ur^^ 55 2 
and/or 55.3). 

J- With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, was on the basis of the 
sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I ft ed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

[~) burnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. . - 

n furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

[J The statement thai the subsequently furnished wrinen sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. . — 

Q "The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished & 

4 * (ZD amendrne nts have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| ~] tiae description, pages 

[ | the claims, Nos. 

I | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).^ 



^^^^^1 bee * fUmiShed '* th t - » « <™<*<™ «far Article 14 are referred to in this 

reponas ongtnolly filed and ere not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 1 6 and 70.17). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under Uem 1 and annexed to this report 
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INTERNATIONAL PREU FARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



trnational application No. 
PCT/NZ99/00193 



IH Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1. The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be nonobvious), or to be 

industrially applicable have n t been examined in respect of: 

| | the entire international application,* 
□ claims Nos: 7-14 

because: 

[ | the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does not 
require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



[ [ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear that 
no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify)-. 



| " ~| the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 



Xj no international search report has been established for said claim Nos. 7-14 



A meaningful international pretoninary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino 
acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Adrninisnative Instructions: 

| | the written form has not been furnished or docs not comply with the standard. 

| | the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIM ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


» ^national application No. 
t^T7NZ99/00193 


IV. 


Lack of unity of invention 




1. 


In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

restricted the claims. 
( | paid additional fees. 
| | paid additional fees under protest. 
II neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 




2. 


| ] This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 
68. 1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 


3. 


This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 




| | complied with. 






fx] noc complied with for the following reasons: 






The international preliminary examination report has been drawn up in respect of the entire 

international application but the International Preliminary Examining Authority is of the 
opinion that the application does not appear to comply with the requirements of unity of 
invention as set forth in the PCT regulations (Article 34(3), Rule 68(1) PCT). 




The separate groups of invention are: 






1. Claims \-6 are directed to a method of operating a drain pump in a washing machine. 




2. Claims 7-9 are directed to a method of braking a washing machine spin tub. 




3. Claim 10 is directed to a method of powering 






4, Claim 1 1 is directed to an optocoupler drive circuit 






5. Claims 12-14 are directed to a laundry washing machine. 




Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a 
"technical relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 132 does not exist 
Accordingly the international application does not relate to one invention or to a single 
inventive concept, a priori. 


4. 


Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subjecr of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report; 




| | all parts. 






fx] the pans relating to claims Nos. 1-6 
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INTERNATIONAL PRED 4ARY EXAMINATION REPORT > cniaiionaL application No. 

PCT/NZ99/00193 

V, Reas ned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 

and explanations supporting such statement 

1. ' Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-6 


YES 




Claims 




iNO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-6 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-6 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-6 meet the criteria set forth in PCT Article 33(2)-{4) for novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability. The prior art published before the priority date does not disclose a method of operating 
a drain pump in a laundry washing machine which comprises the steps defined in (a) and (b) of claim 1 
and then repeating the steps (a) and (b) for the duration of the drain phase. 
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